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PREFAGE 

THE Advice of FrienJs, 
and the fufiica I ovfe my 
felfy prevail T»ith me to 
Tublijh this Tyifcourfe^ which 
pretends to no Merit but ^hat it 
wll receive from its Accufer, 
T»ho ahoy s gives Worth to iUfhat 
hecomdemns. Thofe Principles 
he counts unfound, are Ortho- 
dox; vphat he terms Sedition, 
is Loyahy ; yphat Obedience, 
is Rebellion. - 



A z Evii 



The PREFACE. 

Evil Reports indu/lriou/ly 

fpread about, or an anonymous 

Letter f pit e fully mitten^ to him 

fufficiently prove the Truth of 

that, his Weekly Libels are rnade 



mmif^^ ••> 



W%at he charges upon me I ut' 
' terly abhor; ^ Far be it from me 
to pronounce of my felf Damna^ 
tion to any of my Diffenting bre- 
thren ; hut Jure I cant be 
thought too Intemperate in my 
Zeal, or uncharitable in Opini- 
on, hecaufe I call that a damna- 
' hie Sin Tphich God has declard to 
befo: And 1 hope nothing here 
. mil be found cdntradiBory to his 
Holy ff^ord, or incbnfjlent mth 
that Moderation they fo , much 
boajl of and we of the Church 



The PREFACE. 

0/ England, ^lejfed be God ! Jo 
praBice. 

Mofi certainly Schifm is a 
damnable Sin^ hut if they ferijh 
in ity their T)eftru&ion is of them' 
/elves ; 'tis their oii»n fault : Re* 
ligion is a matter of our freefi 
Choice, and God 'has provided no 
Remedy for the Oh/iinacy of 
Men. 

'Tis no tponder that they T»hq 
(^K»ith itching Ears) mal^ a 
Thorough-fare of the Churchy 
Jhoud be frighted at the DoBrine 
ofSchifmy for in their Conventi- 
cles they fear ce ever hear of any 
fuch things or if they do^ 'tis, I 
judge, ( by their continuing in 
them) fo tenderly and Gently 

tOHch'4 



The PREFACE. 

tmM upon, as to be ric^n'd 
only a Venial Sin^ if any at all, 
Stit h(y»ever flacky their l^each- 
ers may noi» a Days be in preach- 
ing up the .Sinfttlnefs of Schi/nt^ 
and the Evil of different Opinio 
ons, jet T^hen P 0T»er was in their 
llandsy they loudly harangued 
upon both. Then they coula tell 
I^B«- us^ * from T)iverfity in Opinion^ 
Ss^?' and external Rites refulteth Dip 
li^ ; thence Enmity, thence Op" 
fojttwn^ thence Schifm in Churchy 
4 W Sedition in State ; the State 
nst flanding . fecure mthout the 
Church f nor the Church Vfithout 
Ufiity, uor Vnity mthout Vni" 
formity. Then 'tvpas a mode- 
rate Doftrinc, that Thoufands 
were gone to HeU^ and Ten 

^pon their March 

thither. 
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The PREFACE 

thither^ that^ in all Trohakiluj^ 
had never come thither^ if thej 
had not been tempted from th^ 
^ariJhOmrches^ for the Bnjoj^ 
tnent of Communion in a purer 
Church, 

Then their FJoc/^ mre'^arnd 
to t ta^ heed of fefarating fiomj^ 
the Tmick^ AJfemblies of the^* 
Saints; to take heed of unchurch-^^J^ 
ing the Churches of Oirifty left 
they proved Schifmaticksi i/i- 
fteaJ of being true Chri/li^ 
ans. 

At that * time they f aid, Seas^'^l^ 
and Schifins did every i»here bud'f^' 
forthy and threatened all Order^ hit 
Vnity^ and Government \ that no*^*^**^ 
Hydra i»as fo fertile of Heads ^ 



as 
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as Error and Schifm, grmn to 
fame Strength and Maturity. It 
Tintl as^ but a fhort time of Conni- 
vance ; afterwards ^ there mil bd 
no curbing nor jhaming of it: 
For nothing isfo confident as Ig' 
norancCy impudent as FalfhooJ^ 
and catching as Error* 

TheToleration of all Religions, 
Vtas then a damnable Sin \ the 
Jllowance of a T^arliament in 
that reffea-y i»as fo heinous a 
Crime,, as to call for a ^arlia- 
ment'Repentance j and the Wif 
dom of the Nation^ the Tarlia^ 
ment Mpas intreated to fearch 
their Hearts^ and to confider hor^ 

C^\cx-f^^ ^^Cy "^^^ accefjary to fuch 
iS'ilf^Sins: * If you do not labour 
Im^o. according to your Duty and 



The PRlgFAC'E. 

Power to fupprefs the Errors 
and Herefies that are fpread in 
the Kingdom, all thefe Errors are 
your Errors, and; thefe Herefies 
are your Herefies; they are 
your Sins, and God calls for a 
Parliamentary Repentance from 
you this Day. 

In that Golden \^e^ thefe 
Godly T^ajlors tverefar from thinly 
ing the Parliament capable of 
judging "what T)oBrines rpere fit^ 
and Vphat not, to he preached, 
for they arrogantly pretended to 
teach their Senators Wifdom. 

» 

Noxtfy from hence rpe cannot he 
furprifed that this Tarty of Men 
T^ill not afford the Title of an ho' 
nefl Churchman^ to any but fuch 

B 4; 



The Pg-EFACE. 

as run in i»ith them^ and are 
trilling to give up the Kites and 
the J)oBrines of the Church ; ^ hut 
majvpe not thinly itfirange^ that 
the i)ijfenters Jhoudfo much /or* 
get themf elves ^ as to refieU^ upon 
their own Teachers, by Cenjuring 
tho/e for preaching C though more 
Itrufl in the Spirit of Meel^ 
nefs ) the fame ^o3rines that 
ihej have done ? 
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Stfohnw'u 66 y 6jy 6%, 

From that time many of his Dif" 

cifles T»ent hac^^ and !» allied m 

more i»ith him, 
Therifaid fefus unto the Ttfelve^ 

mil ye aljogo appay ? 
Then Simon l^eter anf»ered him. 

Lord, to nphom {hall vse go ? 
. Thott hafi the ff^ords of Eter-f 

nal Life, 

THE Occafion of thefe Words 
was our LwdV being forfa- 
ken by a great Number of 
Men^ who pretended the Miracles he 

wrought 



1 2 Tf^e Sinfulnejs of Separation 

wrou^t had made them his T>if- 

cifles^ -But our Savieury who kjuw 
what was in Mdn^ faw through their 
Bypocrifie, and .was fenfible that 
'twas not the Miracles ^ but the 
Loaves ; 'twas not his Divine Pre- 
ceftSy'hut.t\ic.H(^es of his being z 
Temporal ^rince^ and the J^iews they 
had of being great in his I(ingdom^ 

V. i6. that brought 'em over to him, Te feek^ 
me not ^ hecaufe ye faw the Miracles^ hut 
•hecauje ye did eat of the Loaves and were 
'filled. . 

They paid him the utmoft Homage 
while their Hunger Wis facisf/d, their 
^rfBf(j> was fed, . and the Profpedt of 
Grandeur lafted : But no fooner did 
the Hifly Jefus inform 'em that his 
Kingdom was a Spiritual one^ that they 
ought to fet xhtit Hearts upon that^ to 
•^rcoe for the Meat whidh endureth unto 

*■*'' Everlajiing Lifey and not anxioufy U" 
hour after that which ferifheth. When 

v.is. .he told them that he was the Bread 
of Life; that he came down from 

v,^t. HeaVen not to- do his own .WiH-^, 
hut the Will of him that fiat him^ 

They 
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Ihey murmur'd at fcim, and wondcr'd *• ♦** 
that Jffisp whofe Father and Mother 

they knew cou'd come from Sft/OfSf. *• ♦** 
Is not this the Carpenters Son i 'Sfhcy 

imagined a fufl&cient Confutation of 
it, and of all the l/fi^ty "things he 
Md and Spakf,^ Thefe Things gave 
Offence ; out when he began to preach 

of (^ghteoujhefs and Juflice^ of Tern- 
peraace and Holinefs ; that they muft 
abandon their Tretenfidns to the Plea- 
fires J the ^ches^ and the Honours of 
jibw Lty^j if they were his Followers i 
that if f/;«> expefted any .JWe in the 
Glories of his I^jngdom^ they muft 
be Poor in Spirit^ Humble^ and Meek ; 
and muft firiBly obferve, and con- 

fiantly Pradiice, all his Commands, 
When They heard this, 'they faid, 
this is a hard Sayings who can bear •»•*'»■• 
it i The Thoughts f of ' this Worlds 
Ej^ojfhunts ftuck clofe to ;em ; —un- 
willing they were - to give *tf;« 

up^ and to harpe their Comferfationfi»iZ'^<^' 
in Heaven, -And therefore they 
went hacl^ and walked no more with 

him, ■ ■ ' 

HavJnfT 
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HAving thus acauainted you 
with the OccalioQ of thcfc 
Words I (hall farther difcourfe upon 
«m in this manner. 

Firft, I ftiall flicw that Chrift Jc- 
fus hath the fVtrds of Bterntd Lifs, 

Secondly, From the proof of that it 
will of Confequence follow (i.) That 
no Indulgence given by Men, No Jffy 
for exempting from the Temikies of 
Certain Laws in cafe of SeforatUu^ 
can free Jhfe from die Gmit of 
Schifin who break Commmnm with z 
Church that hath the Wards (f Eternal 
Life, 

(2.) That Nothing lefs than die 
maintaining of l^erej}) and impofing 
Terms of Ommuaim that are abfoluccly 
and in their own Nature Sinful will 
judifie any Sefaratm irom the Natmal 
Church which we have been ^aftiz^d in 
and belong to. 

Thirdly, That Our Saviour^ de* 

xlaiing widioat Merve^ and widi« 

out the Fear of Difobliging, the. tfilf 
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of his Ht<fvenlj Father (even to thofe, 
who upon thac very account waitback^ ^- 

0nd, WMkfi n9 more with him ) /hou'd be 
an Examplo Co us ( che Mmifiers of 
th&Gojfei^) to foUcw his Stefs^ and 
boldly rebuke Vice, whatever Offence 
vasty be taken at us for fo doing. 

Fourthly, The PerEdiouihefs and 
iQOonflancy of thofe Difeip/es who for- 
fook their Lerd ; and the Integrity and 
Wifiom of the Tvelyfe^ in continuing 
with Innty ought to make us guard a- 
gaind the Temptations that Caus'd 
the one, and with a Hofy Vefirc to 
Icnitate the other, and feek after Eter-,- 

nal Life. 

Firft, I am to Ihew that Chrifl J-f- 
fits hath the Words of Eternal Life, 

C I . ^ That Hp had fo, will appear 
from that Power given him as the true ' 
hie§iasi and that He really was the 
Meffas^ the ?«</if?ww of the Prophets, 
do fully prove. We are told in the 
Prophet H<igg«, 1 will jhah all Na-^ chap. i. 

tions^ and the Defire of all Nations fljall 
<eme^ and I will fill this Houfe with 
Glory^ faith the Lord of Hoft^. Beho/dy 
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Mai. 3. 1../ xnil find my Meffenger, and he jhall ore- 
fare the way before me: and the Lord 
whom ye fiek^^ fhall'Juddenly come to his- 
Temple: tVen the Mejfenger of the C<noe^ 
nant^ whom ye delight in : behold^ bejha// 
come. 

Then that mod remarkable Prophe- 

Chap.j.a.cy o( Micah; But thou Bethlehem Efbra- 
tay though thou be little among the Tljour- 
fandsy yet out oftheejhall he come firth un-- 
to mcy that is to be Ruler in Ifiael : whofi 
goings forth hate been from of Old^ from 
• Eioerlafling. ' :. 

Tbeje evidently point out the Place 
of the Mejjias's Natiioityj and he was 
accordingly, by the immediate Di- 
rc(Sion of t^ivine Trovidence, Born at 
Bethlehem : A Decree of AuguRus Cafafs 
was Iffued out, that all.the World 
fliou'd be Taxed, which occafion'd 
out Lord's Mother to leave Naz^etb^ 
and go to this little Place, that the 
Prophecy might be completed. 

(2.) Such Prophecies as refer to his 
Dodlrine and Miracles, are pofitive 
Proofs of Chrift Jefus's being the Mef- 
fias, and that h^ had confeguently the 

Words 
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WorJs cf Eternal Life. God Jlmi^Jiy , 
promlfed by Mofes that he would raife 
them uf a Prophet ( which can be meanc' 
of none but our Stroiour ) frooi among 
their Bretbren-i chat he would put bis j^««^ »•• 
Words into his Mouthy and he fhou'd 
Jveak, unto them all that he commanded, 

God wou d lend em fuch a Prophet 
as fliou'd declare to Men his intire iVilly 
and one chat wou'd do it after the 

■ 

mod perfect Manner. For He is the 
Li^t of the Worldy and whofoever 
therefore follows him, can never err, 
can never w<«/4 in 'Dark.nefs^ for he hath 
the Light of Life, 

Agreeable to this, He was of old 
prefigured, by. the Name of a Star 
which fliould anfe in facoh^ but af-^ 
tei wards promifed'to be given for a 
Ljght to tne Gentiles, Thus we read,.' ^ 
J the Lord hitve called thee in <^ghleyuf- 7. 
fiffs; and will giy>e thee for a Co'Vsnant of 
Ae People^ for a Light of the Gentiles^ to 
apen the blind Byes. Arije^ (Ijine ; fir 
thy Light is. come ^ and the Glory of the Lord ,, 3^"^ 
if fifen upon thee ; The Gentiles jhall come 
(0 tfjy. Light y and ^«gs to Oie Brightnejs 

C of 
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Oaf 9'*- oP thy fifing. Tlie TeopU that walked in 
'jXtrkpefs have feen a great Ltght : They 
that dwell in the Land ef tlx Shadow cf 
Death^ upon them hath tfx Light Jhtned. 

.. And St. Mathew obfcrves, that this 
Prophecy was. punctually fulfill'd by 

Chap. 4. our Saiptour ; the People whdch fat in 
*^' Darkjtefs faiv great Light ; and to them 

which fat in the ^gion^ and Shadow tf 

Death y is Light J^rung ftp. 

If the Mefpas had not been rcvcal'd, 
the World wou'd dill have lain ia 
^arkpefs; we had never had the Words 
of Eternal Life ; We /hould ever have 
wandred after our own Imaginations^ 
and Sought, but alas! in vain, for 
real Happinefs. Oh! how thankful. 
• ought we to be for this great Good- 
. ne(s of God, that we are not of the 
Nighty but are deliver'd from the 

Tower (fVarkjiefs. 

(3.) The Miracles which Chri^ 
wrought do evince the truth of his 
hzving^tWords of Eternal JJfe, When 
John the Baftifi lent his Followers to our 
Blejfed Sa-viour, to know if he was the 
Mejiasy they put this Queflion to 

him 
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him, Jrt tbcu be thatjhoud come^ or /ool^°^'^7' '»• 
we fir another f Antj'om* S^roiour ir^ 

anfwer "to it, bid tl^em go their Way, 

and tell John what Things theif had fieif 
4nd beard : How that the Blind fei^ th *• **• 
Lame waJ^s the Lepers are c/eanfedy the 
Deafbear^ the Dead are raifed : And tp 
the Poor the Gojfel is preached. This W3S 

aD UDanfwerable Argument that he 
wasthcAiejjp^w, for thcfe iWfMc/f x, acV 
cording to Ifaitd)^ were the very fame 
he was to wqfk when he came; TWchap.j;. 

the Eyes cf the Blind Jhall be opened^ and ^' • 
^be Bars of the Veaf fljall he mjiopp'd': 
"pxn Jhall the Lame Leap as the llart^ 
4md the Tongue of tlx Vumh jing. Now 
when they faw Jefus do thofe Mira- 
cles which the Aieffas vyas to worlu 
^hey had good Grounds to believe ;n 
b^m^ tho* Tome of the Trophefies were 
not yet acoomplifh'd, but certairi]y 
^ou'd be in due time^i and in the'i^ 
proper Scafon. 

How was it polTiblc all the Ttoph'e- 
fies of the Me^as at that time cou'd 
be completed, when thqfe of l^is 
^n^ his ^furredion from the Dead^ 

C 1 his 
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Ills AfcenMng into Hcifoen^ and fending 
his Holy Spirit were fome of, them ? 
After thefe^ all that was frefigmd of 
OUy had their CemfUtion in the Blef-- 
Jed Jefis, He alio in Mercy, left 
theje fliou'd not have Power fufficient 
to convince, did leave behind fjtm 
other Trophectes^ the Dtjperfion of the 
Jews^ and the "DeJiruBm of Jerufalem* 

That of the ^^j^x, and the other too, 

•is now in Force: For to this Hour 

. tlxy are Exiles^ fcatterd over the wfxf/e, 

Earthy defpis'd and hated by all, and 

though they are i?^*^/)' «cjb, yet arc 

^they not Majlers of one Foot tf 

Land. 

This Severity of God to ft&^w, 
fliou'd by no means be a "tnattcr of 
] Joy to us ; we as Chriflians^ ought to 
xx)mmiferate their Misfortune, and 
heartily pray to God to fliew pity on 
them^ his aricicnt, and once mod be- 
loved People. 

From hence we may conclude with 

' Nicodemus, that Chrift was the Mef- 

iias, that he ij a Teacher come from Gody 

for 
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for no ylan am do thefe Mirac/eij exce§tJ'*^i' *• 
God be voitb him. 

Secondly, From the Proof of this 
it doth of Gonfequence follow. That 
no Indulgence given by Men, no ^^^ 
for exempting from the Penalties of 
certain Laws, in cafe of Sefarutim^ 
can free thofe from the Guilt o( Scbifiti • . 
^ho break Commanim with zXhurcby 
that hath the IfWds . ef\ Bterndl 
Life. 

(2.) That nothing lefs than tbs 
maintaining of //«fej^, and impo* 
fing Terms of Cvvmuniou^ that are ab* 
folutely, and in their own Nature 
Sinfiily will judify any Sefapatim froth ^ 
the National Churchy which we ha^ 
been Baptized in^ • and belong to. 

Firft, That no hdulgence given by 
Men, no ^flf for exempting, c^c. < 

There is no one thing oftener com- 
manded, and more frequently prayed 
fpr by our Lordy than that all Chri- 
fiians (hoU'd be of one It/Gud^ and as 
Members <f the fame Body: And on the 

other Hand, there is no 6m more 
focbiddoi) no Sin reprefented of. 

worlc 
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worfe Confequence, and more Scve-^ 
Tity chreatned, than Scbifms and Dm- 
fms ; Tlie Slnfulnefs of Schifm like- 
wife is fo fully fee foith by the ApcH 
Ales, chat there are no Chriflian ^ri-r 
ters of any . Church whatever, but 
own that it is in its Nature a Mortai 
• Dr. Gil. Sin. We muft not therefore think, * 
wjSJi' <« that the ToUratimy under which die 
£{S,f ^ Lap has fettled the Viffentersy does 
^ either abfihe them from the Ohligati- 
** ons that they lay under before^ by 
'^^ the Laws (f Gtd^ zndthtGofiel^ to 
<^ maintain the thitj <fthe Churchy and 
** not to rent it by ttnji^ or caufelejs 
*f Scbifinsy or »x (the C/frg^) from 
^' f^^ our Endeavours to bT'mgtbewi 
^ to ity and laying thtOh/igations to l/»i- 
^* ty and Coffw^i before £^i«, with fuch 
** Advantages, that^w^ of them might 

f^ open their ByeSy and fie at laft ufm 
" ngw flight Grnmds^ rlwj>havc now fo 
*' long kept up fuch Wranglings^ and 
^ made fuch a t^^nt in the Church j chat 
•* both the ^ower of Religion in genera/^ 

f and the Strength of th^ Proujiant I2{f- 
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« iiffM^ have fu£Ebr*cl excreakly by 

The Legiflature may, and do Screen 

the Separattjis from Pmijhment in this 
World, but neverchelefs, they mud 
without Refentancey look for the ?«- 
mtbment of theit $ci!>i^ in the next. • 
•Tis true, the Ciinl Tower may give 
us leave to be of <t»)i F^/fgf Off, but men 
they cannot render it iawfiii in icfelf to 
forfake that Churchy in which we have 
been BaptzJd^ without folid and good 
Reafon. The Oi?i/ Power can EnaB 
haws to make Theft in this Life no 
Sin, and confequently he that deals 
will be exempted from Punifhment ; 
but then as ftealing was a Sin in the ' 
Sight of God before fuch Laws were 
made, fo it will remain, notwith- 
flanding their Deciaratm to the con* 
trary. The Meafures of what is Juft 
were fixed from Btemity; the Laws (f 
God are true from EverJaJiiag^ and can 
never be repeal'd, and ill Gods Com' 
mandmems arefttre^ they fiand fafi fir p{ki^.j, 
eoer and roer, ** 

The 
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The Rcafon$. of them did cxl(h 
from Eternity in the Divine Nature, 
sod cannot upon any AccQunc be 
•Dr. Of- altcrd or chang'd. * *^ Thci^wthere- 
Jh&i, *^ fore of Man, can take away and 
Tu^. « difchargc us from no Oi^Ugatm but 
. ^^ that which itfelf hid upon a^. 
, The L^iB'j cf Men cannot m^ke 
Vertue^ Vice 5 or /^icf, >^rt»e ; for if 
they cou'd. Good and Evil wou'd be 
moil uncertain Things; and that 
which to Day was a Ferttf^, to Mor- 
row might be a Crimea what was now 
a glorious^ Uuiable JBion^ might at 
another time be cu/pahie, and a prodi- 
ffoits Villany, Now thofe A<3:ions'are 
Good 01 Eyil, which are either fo in 
tbemfelves, or become fo by the pofi- 
tivc Law of God Jim^bty^ and 
confequently it will follow ( Schifm 
being by the Hofy Scripture declared a 
J}amnahle Sin) that this Proportion is 
clearly made out. 

(t.) Nothing, lefs than the maip. 
tainiogof H?rfj5', and impofing Tarms 
(f Communion:, that are ahfolUEely) and 
in their own Nature Sinful, will 
i juftify 
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ju Aify any Sefaratiai from thc^atimtU 
Churchy which we hzre been 'Baptizfd 
in, and belong to. Lordy to wJiemfitaii. 
we go i Thou hafi the WDfds of Eternal: 
L^e, 

Wlien CorrUfims are real and tifible. 

in a Cburvh^ and where our Coilipli- 

^nce with 'em is made the Omduimt <f 

Commumeny we ou^c Co forfake, and 

%iot continue with Her* Such a ^pa- 

rstion is not Schifity becaufe the Church' 

we leave is fuch an impure one^ that 

we cou'd not without S«r, ftay any 

longer in t>, and becaufe Her Tenets 

were too erroneous to be aflented to. 

Thus the Do^rines of the Churdfoi 

' %me are fo groily erroneous^ that tbeif 

juflify our Sie^arAm from her, andthe 

Guih of S(:hijm will not fa}] upon ttx. 

Somec^chefe are (1.) hfallabilky, then 

Idfdatfyy m^ixWorfinffinglma^s^ and 
'^TAying to Saints i -^tibat mmflrous 
Do&rine of TfMf^/Oitiation, which if 
true, Chrtftianity may be falfe, for out 

Senfis attenot to be depended on: 
The giving the Communim in one J^nd, 

D when 
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when the other pare, the Carp, is as 
Jijjential of phe Sacrament, as the ^eaj ; 
then the keeping khc Holy ' Scriptures 
from the People 5 performing Dm»c 

SerlPice in an wikpown Tongue i panting 

Pardons without Repentance, and that 
curfed VSfine of Depojing and ^^fling ' 
Princes^ and abfolving their Su^e0s 
from their Jlle^ance to them. 

Thefe, and many more that might 
be nam'd, are fo di.red:ly contrary to 
God's Word^ and even to %ea[on itfelf, 
arc fo ahfurdy that no Church what- 
foever, has Power to oblige a Man 
to believe tfjem, or to continue in that 
Communion where they are avow'd, and 
pradlifcd. 

But now the Church of England re- 
quires no Terms of Communion but what 

arc lawful; and yet many there are, 
that break the Unity of this "^ure and 

Orthodox Church ; a CSurcb^ where the 
Liturgy is in a Language underftood; 
a Church, where no Part of the Sacra- 
ment is deny'd to the Laity ^ a Churchy 
where neither SMnts nor Jt^els arc 

pray'd 
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pray *d to, nor Images zdoi'd^ zChmchy 
where the BibleXvsi open to every ones 
View; where the Publick, Semice is 
Solemnly and Devoutly perform'dj 
a C6»rci&, vvhere Decent, and Becoming 
Ciremonies^ are us'd ; -r-fuch Ceremmies 
as aws the Scoffer^ infpires the Lan^ • 
guidy and in6ames the T>evout Wor-r 
Jhiffer; in fine, a Church that Prpaches 
. up Obedience to its Supreme fJead^ thi 
, ^ueen, and Which has ever been m- 

tainted \x\ iVi Loyalty, 

Thus ftands the Church of England 
void of any thing that is fiAful, and 
therefore Teachers of Conventicles wou'd 
do well, feriouAy to weigli the BLea- 
fons they have for leaving the Comnw 
nion (fa Church Ejlahlifh'd by Law^ with 

thofe that oblige them to join with 
ber. After fuch an Examination I 
do believe, if t^jey wou-d fpeak im- 
partially, ^^ey mud own, that there 
is no ObjeBion lying againfl: out 
Churchy than may be made again ft: the 
bed Conftituted one in the World. 
—This many of the moft eminent of 

D 2 them 



is 'Tbe^iitptIt$ipefSefar4tioa 

them (iX Learning and (P/Vr^', do con- 
kk; for tbejfay^ thac their Religion 
is the fame with wrj ; that ri&^'beiieve 
Iti the fame Gad, in the fame L«rd 
Jtjus that we do; that tbey have the 
lame Scriptures^ 'Bamfm^ and Sacra* 
mentSf and that their Oo^rine is as coo-r 
ibnant to the Wwd of God^ as oiarf. 
Now, IS whzt they fajf be true, Gw</ 
G(^/ How Criminal is their Scbifm / 
Why do they leave itr, when ti&^ con- 
fds we have the Pf Wj •f Eternal Life i 
Why do ri&e'; caufelefly make a Sc/;f/»» 

i»£&e Church i 

This is fuch a ^raSlicey as no 
AccoQQt, »<> 1^00^ oney can be given of 
\ it. 

Indeed, tbey thinly we are fufficiently 
anfwcrd, that they excufe the Guilt of 
Scbifm injhemfehesy when thef tell »x, 
ri.ar tho' »;« have all things necejfary to 
tahatton in our Churchy yet thty refuie 
our Conmunion^ becaufe ihey diflike 
man) tlu igs in our Offices: Our Ore- 
Monies are unnecclTary, and might 
much better be let alone* They do 

not 
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Hot approve of a F^rm of Prayer ^ the 

Swrfltce gives odence, fo doch lihe * 

ijroft in Baftifm^ aqd KveeJing.at the 

Sacramenty with divers other Ibitogs^ 

which thej^ h2ve an Averiion ta Tbep 

don't pretend thcfe are miaaxftl-, but 

thty are not pleas'd with 'tm^ and 

therefore Ple^wn is to be. the (^/<f f 

their Qonfciences^ for ^^^ cant in G«fc« 

fctence^ they tell you, join with any 

Owrcib where thefe arc us'd. Novw 

with the very beft Things Men may 

fay they are difpleas'd; but ought that 

to go for an ObjeQion^ before their tiea- 

fms whj/y are offcr'd ? 

het us therefore examine the ForoD 
of their Arguments, and try whether 
Omfcience canbe pleaded for not doing 
Things, which the fame Omfcience tells 
•cm may UwfUly be done ; and which 
Ckcafionally to fcrve a turn, and' to ^ei^ 
and bald, a Good fiace^ they make no 
Sci ujglc to do. 



If 
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It is a Sin CO join in Communion mth 
; ««•, they ought not to do it ac all, no, 
not for the Indies i but if it is /awfrf 
. to join with us once^ 'tis iaaful always^ 
and why thendo^ibf^ niak,e a Separation f 
Why do they keep up Viinjms in the 
Church, why are they the caufe of all 

thofe Animofkies, all that ihcharitahlenefi 
which has torn the Bowels of Chriffs 
Church in pieces, and is the Source of 

thit "Deluge of Atheijm, tbtgod/inefi^ 

and Impietyy which has ovcrfpread the 
Land, 

It is certainly the dcepeft laid Po* 
licy of the D^t»7, when he cannot 
draw them into the belief of our ha- 
ving things Sinfulin the Ctjurch, to make 
'em fall out with w, about thofe 
which are indifferent, and by that Stra- 
tagem, keep them fafi hound in the Sin of 
iSchiJm. 

If once we begin to-entertain doubts 
concerning fuch things, we may bid 
adieu to all Happinejs : For our very 
Cioaths we wear, our Conner fation, our 
't)iy>erju>ns, and the necefl&ry Tranf- 

aElimsi 
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aBms in the Wbr/dy will afford us tri- 
fling ScrufUs enough to Sour our En- 
joyments, and render our Lives unea- 
fie, and uncomfortable. 

There can be no Period put to our 
Dhifions^ if they muft be juftify'd 
by fuch Whimfical Fancies, — Why 
ihou'd our officiatipg in a S^rpliccy 
give Of&nce, any more than a C/oke i 
Doth the Colour and Shape o( the oney. 
recommend us to God^ more than the 
isther i Why do they like an Extempore 
<Prayer better than a Set For mi Is there 
any Virtue in the Words themfclves, 
oi Magicat* Force in the Variation of 
tbemf Shall we fail of Succefsy be- 
caule our Prayers are every Day the 
fame, and becaufe they are read ? God 
forbid !■ that wc fhou'd think fo meanly 
of the merciful Father of us all, who 
regards the Sincerity of Man's. Heart 
and Will, not be deaf to his humble 
Petition. Is a Form ofFrkyer the worfe, 
becaufe our Ble^ed Saviour has left us • 
we I when, ye Tray^ hy^ Our F<«»Lokei«. 
tber^ &c, or is an Extempore Prayer* 

the 
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the better, becaufe He feems to <iif- 
like iti 
. Thus allb, what reafon have they 

againft Kneeling at tiie Sacrament f 

There is no Law to be found in the 
Scriptures againllt it I , 

They tell ycu indeed that oilr Saipi* 
our did not Kneel, and therefore tbey 
dottt. But in anlWer to this I fay, 
(\,) ' Tis very reafonable to believe that 
Chrifi never rcceiv'd the %acram€nt at 
all, and many Learned Men are of this 
Opinion. 

As be was a Jew^ he communicated of 

thcP^oiper;. but the SacnAnent was a 

Myftery he particularly appointed, 

that ids Church might be fure of God's 

. Mercfy might partake of his Hofy Sfi- 

rity and receive the Benefits of the 

ne» Omoenant. —'Tis not rational to* 

fuppofe, he ihou'd partake of his mtt 

^adj and B/ood. Tis aOontradkflioti 

tbac Chrifi^ the fpotiefs Lamh of God^ 

I Peua. ihou'd take the Sacrament for the /?*- 

mi^an of bis 5«»x, when be fyetp m 

We 
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Wc have it from the Eipdnge/ifls^ that . 
our Sanoiomr blefled the Bread ' and 
gave Thanks over the O/^, and then 

gave them to his Difa^lts-^ tlut they 

fliou'd Bat and tkink^: But there is 
nothing faid of his Eating or Drinking 
either of 'em ; and therefore this Plea 

will do them no Ser'vice. 

When our SiwW eac the ^ajfyver • 
with the Twelve, He^ according to the , _ 

. * Cuflom ef tfjejewsy eat it upon a Pallet ; nhir ai- 

and why then don't the Diffenters brings wm "aiim 
( if the Pra^lfce of our Lord is td be the S^'^; 

(Sa/f for K/ to 20 by in Circamfiamials ) comeda- 

every one tbttr Bed^ and take in a (?(e- Regum & 

cumbent Teflure^ the 3^'^''<?'^e»f Upon tum^"M<i> 
evt y 

Our Lord has left it to h*U) Churchy 
to appoint ^rex and Ceremomesj and 
to takfe care that all t/j/»(fT ^e done de- 

centty^ and in Order : And the Qhurch , cor. 14. 
has chofen the Tofture of Kneeling to'*°' 
bfc ufed at the Sacrament., as ic bell 

ex|)refleth our Humility aiVd Gratitude'; 

ahd what Pojiure can be too lowly for 
finful 'Dufi and ^fx / C^ f '^e*, /ff «x 

£ Worfljip^ 



» 

3 4 Tfoe Siafulnefs of Sefaratm 

Pfal.pj. Worflnp^ and fall down bsfore the Lord^ 
our Mak^r^ and nioji Gracious Re- 
deemer, 

Againfl the Crcfs in Baftifm^ the 
T>ijftmers have never ofFer'd any thing 
that fo much as looks like an Argu- 
ment; and therefore I mud think 
them very obftinate, in not complying 
G«»r*e wichfibwOr<'Wtf»)», which ***asufcd 
sttnhope, «' in thc frimiutey and ft ill retained 
£acMbu. " in our Eftablijhd Churchy is not only 
'^' *^ altogether innocent, but highly /gw^ 
*' cant and proper. For it is no other 
** than a con ft ant Mmmitim and To- 
*' 4f«, that tlie ^Parties receiving i>, 
t* ihcu'd from thenceforth not be 

to#«»/ f ajhanid to confejs the Faith of Cbrifi 

^f"'^''- Crucified^ and manfully to fight under his 

. Banner^ againjl Stn^ the World^ and the 

De'Xfily and to continue Chrifi's Faitiful 

Soldier^ and Serlpanty unto his Li'Ves 

end. 

Thirdly, That Our Sitviours decla- 
ring without Eeferipey and without 
the Fear of dtfihltgingy the Wili of 
his Heanpenly Father y (even to thofe^ 

who- 



fiam the Efiahlijiji Church of England. 3 5 

who upon chat very Account, went 

Sacka and wai{td m more with him) 

ihoud be art Example to us, (the 

Mintfers of the Goffti ) to follow his 

StepSy and boldly rebti^ Vice, whate- 
Vcr Offence mHy be taken at us for fo 
doing. 

The Example that the great Bi/hop^ 

Mnd Shepherd of our Souls ^ has left uSy 

will, beyond the Poffibility of an 
Anfvver, prove this. Kc laid down 
bis Life for ihem^ and nothing lefs than 
the T>rops of his liioft precious Bloody 

COU'd redeem and furchafe tlxm : And 

(hall not we deftroy what he has' 

done, and Crucify hiin afrejh^ if we cry 
Peacey ^eace^ When there is no Teace^ 

and thereby expdfc our mod Sacred 
Ottice to the utmojl Contempt. 
The Prophet Ezekiel fays, Son of Man, Cbp. ,. 
IhdlK made thee a Watch^rnan unto the 
Uoufe (f Ifrael : Tl^erefore hear the Word 
at my Mouthy and give them warning 
from me, When I fay unto the wickfd^ 
thou Jhalt Jure Ij die; and thou gilpeth him. 
i^l Wknaingj nor fpeak^th to warn the 

£ t m€k^d 
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wicked from bis wicked Ways^ U falPe his 
Life I the fame wicked Man /hail die in his 
Iniquity ; hut his Blood will I recmire at 
thim Hand. 

Tremendous Words! Sufficient al- 
moft to difcourage all from waiting 
at the Jltar, were not there higher 
frofpe^t than this World^ and was we 
not comforted in the next Verje^ that Up- 
on the Performance of pur Duty in all 

the Parts and In fiances pf «>, the Bloo4 

oftbofe whp perifh, (hall nqt be requi- 

-v. 19- red at our Hands. If thou warn the 

wickfdy and he turn no\ from his Wicked- 
pefsy nor from his imckfd Way^ he jhall 
die in his Iniquity ; ifut thou ha(l dehyered 
thy Scul. 

This frofhccy fets forth the flagitious 
Crime of thofe Priejis^ who are lo 

* complaifanty aj to f/e made all Tilings to all 

i». Men; who footh up their People in 
their Sins^ and who, rather than di- 
(lurb the World with unneceflary 
Difputes, and unpopular Doctrines, 

will give up in much Moderation^ the 
frincipal Truths of the G off el; and to 

aroid 
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avoid giving Offence^ will bring upon 
the Churchy their Order^ and tbemfaves 
the greate^ Scandal. Her Priefis hnfi 
IpioUtedMj Law^ and profmd my Holy. 
Things : TJyey hal>e put no difference be- 
tween the Boly^ and the ^rovhane^ the 
Clean^ and the Unclean^ and have hid 
their Eyes from my Sabbaths ; and whaC 
was the Confequence of this? —why, 

thac God was prophaned ammg thern»^ztk. %i. 
But then how nappy arc thofe^ who ■ 
have maincain'd the Dignity of Jm- 
bajfadors ofChrifl ; whb have promoted 

the Honour of their Majier; who 

have renounced the hidden things of Dijha" » Cor. 4. 
nefy ; who hanpe not handled the Word of' 
God deceitfully^ but by the Manifefiatioa 
tfthe Truth y baipe commended themfetxaes 
to troery Mans Confcience in the Sight of 
God, and not by a falfe, and mtftai^ 
^fpeil^ fuffered them to die in their 
Sins, but rather chofen to difobl^e.hy 
Sincerity, thzn permitctd them to perijb 
in Security. 

The 
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iThc Charge St. Taul gave Timothy^ 

* tim. 4. 15 very Solemn, / charge thee tfterefore 
hefvre Gody and the Lord Jefus OJriji^ 
who fljall judge the §^ck,^ and the Dead, 
Mt his appear ingy and his l^ngdom^ 
preach the W^rd^ be infant in Seajon^ out 
if Seafon^ reproiXy rebukf^ eichort^ mdkje 
ptil Troof of thy Mittijirj, 

Thefe are the Commands zdA Orders 
given him by the Jpoflie, and in him all 
the Ikjhops and Payors that were to 
fucceed in the Church, 

*T is plain, that fuch as are Dedi- 
bited to the bier vice of the Churchy 
ought to carry on the Intered of it ; 
to be f&ithftil in encouraging^ and ad^ 
mnijhingy arid cenfuringy as there is 

proper occadon for it, and not be 
terrif/d by thd ThireMs of Men, froni 
doing their Diity. Gbd is the only 
Objedi of out Fear id fiich Cafes, 
and 'twill be no good Plea at the pay 
of Judgment, fdfay, the Fear efPH- 
a^ment made nie 'Violate iify Confci- 
enccy the Fear of Idfitig oiy Life; or 
Trejirmenty forced me to tienoiince tUf 

il^/igio^^ 
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^iigimy CO be aiham'd of my Savt" 
oufy and deny bim before Men. 

The giving way to thefe Fears, will 
expole us to various Temptations, 
and we (hall be in danger of being 
feduced from our Duty; for the 
Fear of Man bringetb a Snare. Psov.a?. 

But when the pleafmg of God,*^' 
and the Senfe of our £)itfj>, are the 
Springs of our AElms^ we fball cer- 
tainly have, (tho' we may be Vif- 
comtenanced in this World, and out 
of its Graces^) our ^ward from the 
Hands ofGody a Crown of Glory that fad- 
etb not away. 

For if wefuffer with hiniy we fhai/^jij^^^ 
alfi ^gn with bim: And we Jhall hii^,s. 
glorified together. »?• 

Fourthly, The Terfidioufiefs and 
Jficon^ancy of thofe Dijcipies who f or- 
(bok their Lord; and the Integritj and 
Wifdom of the twehe^ in continuing 
with him^ ought to roak^ us guard a- 
gainfl the Temptations that caufed the 
one, and with a Hofy Defire to imi- 
tate 
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Wte the other, and feefc iftcr Eternal 
Life. 

The Temptations that feducfed the 
ft1w Thoufatid, (for probably that 
wasthe Nunlber) were the 'P/f/i/irtfj', 
and the Riches , of this World. Now, 
'tis plain that none of thefe can fa> 
tisfy the Defires of the Mind, and 
confequently it is unreafonable to be 
govern'd, and led by them. 

They may at a Diftance picafe the 
Imagination, but when within reach, 
and are obtained, they are found to 
be empty, and deceitful. 

The Idea we have of v», dways 
exceeds Enjoyment, and after a full 
Fruition, we cannot but own as 

much. Senfuai T/eafures- irrational Crea^ 

tttres are as capable of enjoying as Man 
is, and when once over, they leave 

eiwi in them^ Tokens cf Shame and Nk««i 
fioujnefs behind 'em : And can Man fo 
far debafe his Nature^ as to placti his 
elnef Good in their Enjojments ^ 

■ • 'I 

t 

What 
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What De/ight is it to a Man, after 

Fruitions gone^ and Enjoyment fied^ - to 

have grattfj/'d an Appetite ? Are we 
the better Men for having enjoy'd 
that, the Senfe of which has left 
us? 

>5^'hereas the ^le^^ur^es of the Mind 
will laft for ever^ the pftener wc 
enjoy m^ the more happy wc 
are. 

(z.) As for the Mighty Satisfad:i- 
on of being ^ch^ it ib certainly one 
of the greatffi Follies. They can bc- 
i\ovv no real Worth after the Neccjft- 
ties of Life are fervcd. 

Eefides, nothing is truly faluahUy 
the Duration of which we can't be furc 

. of; and they mak^e thcmfehes Wings ^ ^Wprov.aa. 
jiy aWay; fo that though they may feem^^ 
TSiumherlefs to Day^ ds the Sands of the 
^ea'^ yet to Marrow we may fcek^ them^ 
hm they are no where to he fund: And 
^itt thou ft thy Heart upon tkit which is 

F How 
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How many fine Bjiates do we hear 
of almofl every Day, that by an 

wffrefeen Trfflpidence^ dwind/e intofmall 
ones^ if not moulder away into no*- 
thing i How frequently do we fee all 
our Proje£is of raifing an EftatCy 
dzfivd in pieces by the Hand of the 
J/Mighty; or if the infinite Wijdom of 
God permit Men to gather ^ches^ 
yet how often do they want Children 
to inherit them ? And if they have 
Children, yet it commonly happens, 

that the ^enury^ and Niggard/imp of 

the Father^ . is outdone in another 
Extream, by the ^-cfufenefs ahd ^ro' 
digality of the ^on^ and the EJiate 
fpcnt in lefs Time than 'twas got- 
ten. 

*Tis a Cogent Argument of the 

Unfatisfa&orincfs of Wealthy that the 

(eekeri after it never (tt Bounds to 
their Defires, and feldom make ufe . 
of it as they ought to d6. The Sor- 
did Pleafure of fcraping It up, and 
having it by Vw, contents them with- 

' ' out 
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out any farther Satisfediion. -^As if 
die having it in otir ^ower to commcmi, 
Enjoyment^ cou'd Ratify the Inclina- 
tion, and aiiay the fPajjion for it^ as 
well as Ej^iyment it feifdoes in Poffef- 
fim. 

From thefe Confidertaions k ap- 
pears, what wrong Notions tbe^e Vif- 
cifleshsid of Ha^pinefsy who left ou( 
SainoMr. --J/as ! the WbrU which 
they were fo fond of, was i^ll Faffe-. 
hoodj and Vanity i and fo it is now;! 
its ^leafures are meer Jmttfements ; 

mod of its Friendjhifs are fhoF( 
Lh'dy and foon have <i» ^^ ; its 
Hmmrs time will decM; and its Qranr 
dews will dnk of thmfehes. How 
vain then is that Glory we here To ea- 
gerly purfue ? and how fooliih are 
liich PurAiits^ when the hlghef^ 

pitch of Hwnaae ^afin is to Lfpifi 
;he Trejkty in Expectation of that 
which is to come? And of whac 
Weight then can the Conikferati- 
qq of any oth^ affair be, when 

P; the 
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the mB/efi FrojeEls oyr MWx arc 
capable of, muft fome time be buri- 
ed in the Grane^ where all things arc 
forgotten. 

Let us then imitate thefc Holy Men^ 
who teftif>''d their Fidelity to their 
Great Mafier^ by difdaining the Alhre- 
ments of this Worldy by li'ving upon tbe 
Hopes ofmfien Things y and by having 
^peSl only, to the Treafires of a Spi- 
ritual 'Bltfs, The wijeji Men have 
not always the jujieft Ideas of fuch 
things; for fince the Fall^ our 
Knowledge is fcant% and. we ' u^der- 
ftand not the yalue of 'em ;- our 
Inclinations are feeble^ and wc arc 
unwilling to feefc after our true Inters 

But did we behold, the things 

which God has prepared fir them that 
Loipe hiniy we Ihou'd take off' our Jf- 

fiOions fi-om tbeje below^ and pUcc 
them where true Joys are to be fimd. 

We fhou'd not be fo weak to for- 
feit our Eternal Inheritance , for 

fuch 
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luch mfiaken ' f/eajitres^' as the A#i 
firs Gairi^ or tKe Volnpuarys Senju- 
attty. 

Let us therefore with an hufnble 
Confidence, rbefeech God to graft hU 
Heavenly Wtftom in ' our Hearts, that 
we may have juft Apprehenfions of 
thisy znd another State, that he wou*d 
take from «J" the Spirit of this Warld^ 
and fill us with his own; and al- 
though our Sins have provoKed 
him to lay afide his Bowels of 
Mercyy yet let us Pray, that Good- 
nefs may overconie Jufice, and that 
he will flill be a mofi merciful and 

forgiving God, 

Let us lay hold on the Crofs of 
the Blejfed pfis,' (or Salvation is the 
Fruit of his Sufferings. 

Let the Love (f Chrifiy in giv- 
ing . himfelf for our ^edemftion, be 
' a powerful Obligation upon its 
to Liye to /jw, who died for »j j 
and let us return to our God, 
fmcc there is Mercy for repent- 
ing 



\6 ^^ Sif^nefs if Separatim 

ing Sinners: For 'tis Jefus alone 
that can favc us ; 'tis Jejus alma 

that has the Words of Eternal Life. 

Amen. 
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